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DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL SCIENCES

MINOR CURRICULAR CHANGE

1. Details

a. Change Requested: The Department requests a minor change in the
requirements for the B.S. in Chemistry degree. In particular we are changing
the program to require each student to take either Introduction to Research or
Cooperative Education. This mandates an increase of 3 S.H. in the required
courses, but we are reducing the chemistry restricted elective requirement
from from 11 to 10 SH. and the non-chemistry restricted elective requirement
from 5 to 4 S.H. Thus the chemistry B.S. program will total 125 S.H.

b. Sponsors : This change is sponsored by all chemistry faculty, Drs. Chamberlain,
Craver, Dinsmore, Leder, Newland, and Schultz.

2. Rationale

a. Statement of Need: The chemistry program was selected last year as one of five
programs to pilot the COEP process at GSC. As such we have assessed program
goals and methods of achieving them. Among other changes, we have decided
that a senior research project is a necessary culminating experience for each
student. The student may choose to take our course, Introduction to Research,
or do an off-campus Coop. All Coop positions will be approved by chemistry
faculty and supervised by Dr. Mark Chamberlain. Each student will present a
final paper and an oral presentation; both will be evaluated by all chemistry

faculty.

b. Statement of Curricular Effect: The present chemistry degree requirements
include general education, health and physical education, a core of chemistry
and cognate courses, restricted electives that include upper level chemistry
courses and cognate courses, and free electives. Both Introduction to Research
and Cooperative education have been restricted elective choices for students.
One or the other have been chosen by approximately 50% of our majors in the
past. This change will increase our core requirements by 3 S.H. To ameliorate
the effect we are reducing our restricted electives by 2 S.H.

3. Results of Consultation: The change has been unanimously approved by all
chemistry faculty. Consultation with other program faculty has not been sought
since other programs are not effected. The Committee on Professional Training,
the accrediting body of the American Chemical Society, strongly encourages
research for undergraduate chemistry majors.



