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State of New Jeraey

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY 08028

ADMINISTRA&Y%&%[?IG%S%DEPARTMENT Ma rc h '| 6 . '| 983
To: Dr. Francis E. Masat, Chairperson, Mathematics/Computer Science
From: Leo C. Beebe, Dean of Administrative Studies ._ | .L»QL&

Subj: Proposed Course in Computer Literacy

The Administrative Studies Division welcomes your proposal to
introduce a new course in Computer Literacy. The proposal prescribes a
proper precursor to our own instruction in MIS and is viewed as virtually
indispensable preparation for anyone contemplating a career in business or
the professions. We heartily support your proposal.

LCB/s

cc: Bill Enslin

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer
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State of New Jeraey

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY 08028

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICAL SCIENCES March 17, 1983
: Faculty Senate Curriculum Committee . |
; { /
\ - )
Froin: Lee A. Dinsmore, Chairman' .[i( ﬁ
, U
Re: Course Proposal: Computer Literacy

I have reviewed the course proposal for Computer Literacy and have some con-
cerns.

In the description of general characteristics of the course it is stated that
the course ". . . constitutes a prologue to computers and computer science".

If this is indeed the purpose of the course and if its essence then is remedial,
I would recommend its approval with the stipulation that it be non-credit. I
suspect, however, that the course sponsors do not consider it to be remedial,
but rather that, "This course will make a significant contribution to the edu-
cation of Glassboro students and that of Southern New Jersey". I don't believe
it. It is not a significant contribution to give our students a superficial
knowledge of computers and, in my opinion, the topics included are superficial.

Every June our graduating seniors are told that "they are the leaders of
tomorrow". While we expect metaphors at graduation day ceremonies, they should
at least contain a grain of truth. The "leader of tomorrow" should know more
than how to turn on a computer and be locked in to someone else's program. Our
students should be able to control their environment; to use a computer to solve
problems of their devising. In short, minimal computer literacy is achieved
through mastery of material in a course such as Introduction to Computer Science.

LAD/vsb

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer



