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Details
a. Changes Requested
Moving Creative Writing Program: @
from the Journalism and Creative Writing Department
to the Composition and Rhetoric Department

and

Changing the name of the Journalism and Creative Writing Department @
to Journalism

b. Sponsor

Julia MacDonnell Chang, Chang@ Rowan.edu, ext. 3417



Rationale for moving the Creative Writing Program
into the Dept. of Composition and Rhetoric
from the Dept. of Journalism and Creative Writing

After many months of discussion, the faculties of the Department of
Journalism and Creative Writing, and the Department of Composition and Rhetoric,
with the endorsement of the College of Communication’s dean, Dr. Craig Monroe,
have concluded that the college’s thriving undergraduate program in Creative Writing
would be better housed with composition and rhetoric than with journalism.

While this change will necessitate an immediate name change in Journalism
and Creative Writing (dropping Creative Writing from the name), and a transfer of
some resources from journalism to composition and rhetoric, the change will have no
curricular impact. The same creative writing classes will be taught on the same
schedule by the same professors.

The need for this change has occurred for two reasons. First, and more
urgent, the journalism program will, in the very near future, seek accreditation
through the Accrediting Council on Education in Journalism and Mass Communication.
In the past two years, during initial explorations of the possibility of accreditation, it
became clear that the ACEIJMC would not look favorably upon the linkage of
Journalism and Creative Writing, and that continuing to house these programs in the
same department would slow, or even jeopardize, the accreditation process.

In addition, the journalism program has begun moving toward an emphasis on
broadcast and online journalism while the Department of Composition and Rhetoric
has begun to offer the Writing Arts major, in which Creative Writing classes are
important part. Two student publications, Venue and Avant, will move with the
creative writing program, offering Writing Arts majors the opportunities for practical
applications of their developing skills.

For those of us involved in it, the change feels evolutionary, a result of the
growth and positive changes that have happened in both departments in recent
years as the College of Communication moves toward becoming the best of its kind
in the region.



Results of Consultation
a. Parties consulted

Carl Hausman, Chair, Journalism and Creative Writing
Janice Rowan, Chair, Composition and Rhetoric

b. Evidence attached



ROWAN

UNIVERSITY

Department of Journalisim and Creative Writing

Date: April 14, 2004

To:  Julia Chang, Chair, College of Communication Curriculum Committee
From: Carl Hausman, Chair, Department of Journalism and Creative Writing ‘
Re:  Transfer of creative writing to Composition and Rhetoric

I have examined the proposal to move Creative Writing courses and faculty to the
Department of Composition and Rhetoric and wholeheartedly concur with the plan. 1
believe the transfer is in the best programmatic interests of the College and University.
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ROWAN
UNIVERSITY

Composition and Rhetoric

April 19,2004  Consultant Letter

Program: Creative Writing Merger with Composition and Rhetoric
From: Janice Rowan, Chair, Department of Composition and Rhetoric

It is with great pleasure that we welcome our distinguished colleagues in
Creative Writing into our Department. Theoretically and pedagogically, we have
much in common, and there are a number of reasons why this merger is a fine
move for both our students and faculty.

In addition to having Creative Writing faculty enrich our program, there are
several Composition faculty qualified to teach Creative Writing, thus expanding
our capacity to offer courses. Also, having both participants in our M.A.
program—Creative Writing and Composition/Rhetoric— in a single department
will facilitate development and scheduling of courses. Finally, removing Creative
Writing from its partnership with Journalism will smooth the way for the
Journalism Department’s accreditation process.

We look forward to a most productive and congenial relationship with our
Creative Writing colleagues.
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Janice Rowan, Chair, Composition and Rhetoric
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Form A
Rowan University
Board of Trustees
Academic Affairs Subcommittee

SCC Proposal # 03-04-214
Department/College: Journalism/Creative Writing
College of Communication

Action Item:
Change name of department from Journalism and Creative Writing to

Department of Journalism.

Submitted by:
(Provost)

JUStlﬁcatlon: To accommodate accreditation standards. and to house the
Writing Program under one department.

Approved: - 2% - @(/
Signed: /@%M %M
Connnﬁfe%%%n
/

Notice of this action item 111 be voted on at the full Board of Trustees

meeting to be held on o plosder) &, 300 o

and will be forwarded to the Academic Issues Committee of the New Jersey
Presidents’ Council for notification.

YES DATE
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