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A.

COURSE PROPOSAL - Coe e

1.

. Y e

Title of the Course: Drugs and Crime in America

Department: Law/Justice

Sponsor: A. W. Salerno

Essence:

a. Graduate or Undergraduate: Undergraduate

b. Semester hours credit: Three (3) hours

c. Course level: Junior

d. Pre-requisites: None

e. Effect of the course on the current and planned

f.

departmental curricular pattern: It is a restricted

elective in the elective bank.

Suggested time for implementation: Fall, 1992

Details:

a.

Adequacy of present staff: course can be done with

existing resources and staff of the department and
college.

Statements as to the uniqueness of the course: It

will be the only comprehensive course in the
department which addresses the social problems
of drugs and crine.

Course objectives: 1) Develop a comprehensive

knowledge base of drugs and crime in America.

2) Understand the international and political
aspects of illegal drugs. 3) Learn the means of
controlling illegal drugs at the state and national

levels. 4) Analyze, critique, and debate the



Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

Week

e.

relevant issues.

Evaluation and grading: Exams, papers, attendance

and participation.

N/A

Topical Outline

1 Historical aspects of drug use in America

2 Illegal drugs: types and physiological and
behavioral effects

3 Extent of illegal drug use in America

4 The criminalization of drugs

5 Drug use and occupation, social class, race,
gender, and adolescence

6 International production and distribution of drugs

7 Trafficking: organized crime and street gangs
M1D-TERM EXAM

8 The drugs-crime connection

9 Drug offenders and the criminal justice system

10 Theory: explaining drug use

11 Controlling the problem: prevention, treatment,
punishment

12 The federal rcle in controlling drugs

13- Critical issues: legalization, crack babies and

15 the law, testing employees, AIDS
FINAL EXAM

Rationale:
The use of illegal drugs in America is by all accounts

almost ubiquitous. Its relationship to crime started

in the sixties with Heroin and has continued unabkated to

the present. With the "discovery" of Cocaine and "Crack"



in the early to middle eighties, the effects on crime
rates and the criminal justice system have been compounded.
For the Law/Justice curriculum the subject is only touched
on in other courses. A social problem such as this
requires a comprehensive, rather than a cursory treatment.
A course of this kind is long overdue.

The department approves by a unanimous vote.
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Cataloque Description:

This course explores and analyzes the relationship between
illegal drugs and crime and all the relevant issues and
ramifications. These include, but are not limited to:
national and international trafficking, control of the

problem, legalization, and explanations for drug use.

Ame i



Department of ¢ I Uit

West Chester
Pennsvlvama 19383

West Chester University 215 30204

December 12, 1991

Mr. Tony Salermo

Law and Justice Department
Glassboro State College
Glassboro, New Jersey 08028

Re: Drugs and Crime in America
Dear Tony:
I was glad to hear of your desire to consider the addition of a
new course to the department's curriculum concerning the specific
problems and conditions associated with crime and the manufacture,
sale, and use of illicit drugs in America.
Such a course should focus on the criminology, the law, and the
response of the criminal justice system to the moral and public

policy concerns which encompass this complex and emotional issue.

Look forward to seeing you in the future.

Sgncerely,

.

Harold W. Metz, Ed.D.
Asscciate Professcr and

Graduate Coordinator

HWM/sbs



GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE

Academic Advising Office

s
&

January 16, 1992

Mr. Anthony Salerno
Department of Law and Justice
Wilson Building

Dear Tony:

proposals,
Cr

course
and “Drugs and

read your
Convicted”

I have
Rights of the
considerable interest.
in and is concerned with issues of
control, 1 welcome this opportunity to
these two courses.

as someone who frequently offers a
deviant behavior and

make

Glassboro, New Jersey 08028-1789 (609)863-5311

the
with
cour ae
social
abiout

"Sentenving and
ime in America”

some comments

uoffers an opportunity for our students as

The former Cour se
well as yvours to explore issues of social policy from the per-
spective of political 1declogres as well as accounting for 1ssues
of race and claas. With regard to the latter, @I am plceased that
ctudentis from several different disciplines wiil have the  cppor-
tunity to explore the over —1noreasing NexXus of drugs and oy ime. ]
hoth courses will attract students. i hope yvou tirmgd fthe

believe
commoents

heipful.

above

Sincey ely,

ay {ha@kos
hoooliate Profosans

co: Joehn Myer s

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer



GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE

Psychology Department

Glassboro, New Jersey 08028-1763
(609) 863-6016/6017

February 26, 1992
Mr. Anthony Salerno
Law/Justice Studies Department
3lassbors State College
Glasskboro, W.J. 08028
Dear Mr. Salerno:

As requested I have reviewed the cours proposal for a new
offering, "Drugs and Crime 1in America.” As coordinator of the
Psychology Department’s sequence of S1x courses in g
psychological study of alccholism and diug abuse, I would like to
nffer the fcllowing comments:

i The need for care=ful and comprehensive stw the

problems of drugs and crime 1n & law‘justi gram

ic clesar. Wnhile the Natiocnal Hcousehold Survsy snducted
oy the laticnal Institute on Drug Abuse {NIDA} 1ndicates
general declini eady use rates for illecal

Adrugs {such asg 13, cocaine, hallusinoo:ns

=nd stimulants) 2974, data provided )
Naticnal Instit Lbuse DAWN (Drug Abase

Warni k tional Institute on

Justic ' dzcats

There

Arr=s

rolsd




If you would like to discuss these comments, please contact me
at 6018.

vours truly,

%Md&%g%%%%j

1,inda R. Jeffrey, Fh.D
coordinator, Psycl

hology Department Chalrperson
chair, School of

cc: Dr. Elesnor Gaer, Psycho
ry. John Myevrs, curriculum Ccommittee
I,ipberal Arts and Sciences



GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
Sociology Department Glassboro, New Jersey 08028-1762 (609) 863-6076

April 30, 1992

To: Donna Hathaway, Chalir
Senate Curriculum Commi £

e
Froin: Johin Myers, Chair é L//\’/,///
cef/ Curriculum Subcommittee

Liberal Arts and Scie

Re: (1) Sentencing and the Rights of the Convicted
(2) Drugs and Crime in America

The concerns this subcommittee had about consultation within
the Law Justice Department with regard to the above two courses

were relieved by Dr. Douglas's March 11, 1992 memo to Tony
Salerno. We believe that all members of the department have now

been consulted about this course.

Please reconsider the courses at the May 1, 1992 Senate
Curriculum Committee meeting.

Please let me know if there are any questions.

C Tony Salerno

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer



