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1. Change of prerequisite for 0802.370 Educational Studies III: Subject Specific Pedagogy.

o

(OS]

From: Educational Studies I, Educational Studies II, junior level standing, and must be
taken concurrently with Educational Studies IV

To:  Educational Studies I, Educational Studies II, junior level standing. must be taken
concurrently with Educational Studies IV, and /701.201 Structures of
Mathematics or permission of the Elementary / Early Childhood Education
department.

Sponsor: Susan B. Taber, Elementary / Early Childhood Education

Rationale

a. Statement of "need". All elementary education majors are required to take two
mathematics courses prior to enrolling in "Educational Studies III: Subject Specific
Pedagogy." At present students are encouraged to take "Structures of Mathematics" as
one of these two courses. This proposal would make the recommendation a requirement.
In order to accommodate students whose coordinate majors are mathematics or other
fields such as computer science that require a significant number of mathematics courses.
the pre-requisite of "Structures of Mathematics" would be waived by the Elementary /
Early Childhood Department.

b. Curricular Effect. Making "Structures of Mathematics" a required pre-requisite would
give students taking Educational Studies III a common perspective and understanding of
mathematical topics that are addressed in elementary education. This would make it
possible for the emphasis of the Educational Studies III course to be more focused on
pedagogical issues because students would enter the course with a deeper knowledge of
the mathematics content. This curriculum change formalizes the present practice of
strongly recommending that students take "Structures of Mathematics" as one of their two
required mathematics courses. The mathematics department offers enough sections of
"Structures of Mathematics" to accommodate Elementary Education majors.

Results of Consultation

a. Ronald Czuchor, Chair, Mathematics



TO:
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DATE:

RE:

Mathematics Department

MEMO

University Curriculum Committee

Ron Czochor, Chair  KJC
Mathematics Dept

October 18, 2001

Consultation on Prerequisite Change for Ed. Studies III

| am happy to get the opportunity to comment on the proposed change in prerequisites for
Educational Studies III. 1 enthusiastically support this change. Structures of Mathematics is a great
course for students planning to teach in elementary school. It focuses on the structure of the number
system and informs prospective teachers about mathematical relationships that are taken for granted
when teaching children about numbers and computation. As a prerequisite it would provide all
students in the Educational Studies Il class with a common background on which to build

instructional techniques.

We regularly schedule enough sections so that every elementary education major can take this
valuable course and there should no additional burden on the mathematics department.
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