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Rowan University
Department of Chemistry and Physics

Minor Curricular Change

Changing the Specialization Requirements
in the General Science Specialization of
the Physical Sciences Major

1. Details
a. Change requested: Change the “general science” specialization
requirements of the Physical Sciences major from:

(1) both astronomy and Meteorology

(2) Physics 1l

(3) Any 300 or above Physics course

(4) Oceanography or Introduction to Marine Science
(5) Biology Il or Physical Geography

to

(1) Physics il (same a 2 above)

(2) Any 300+ Physics Elective (same as 3 above)

(3) A course chosen (with approval) from the areas of astronomy,
meteorology, or oceanography

(4) A course chosen (with approval) from the areas of geology,
physical geography or biology

(5) An additional 300+ Physics or Chemistry Elective

b. Sponsor: Charles Schultz, Professor, Department of Chemistry and
Physics

2.Rationale
a. Statement of need for such a change.

Because of faculty retirements, our department no longer has a faculty
member who is able to teach meteorology, a requirement in the current model. The
course in oceanography is often not available to students, however, several new
courses have been introduced since the specialization requirements were made. The
proposed changes will have the effect of increasing the flexibility of the course
requirements while not changing the spirit of them.

b. Statement of curricular effect:

The proposed changes will not effect the required number of courses or
credit hours taken by the student. Specifically, change the courses:



1. Meteorology

2. Oceanography or Intro. to Marine science

3. Biology Il or Physical Geography
from being required to possible choices within the general science specialization
courses.

3. Results of Consultation

The proposed changes were approved by a vote of the faculty of the
Department of Chemistry and Physics. Dr. David Kasseman, Chair of the
Geography/Anthropology Department, approved changes involving his department.
Dr. Andy Prieto, Chair of the Biological Sciences Department, approved changes
involving his department.
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