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State of New Jeraey

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY 08028

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

March 25, 1982

Chairperson

Faculty Senate Curriculum Committee
Glassboro State College

Glassboro, New Jersey

Dear Sir:

The History Department supports the Geography Department's
proposal to change the course titled Geography of New Jersey
from graduate to undergraduate level. The arguments pre-
sented by Dr. Stansfield are endorsed by the Department.

In addition, an undergraduate course on the geography of
New Jersey would complement the history of New Jersey offered
by this department. Since the subject matter deals with
ethnic distribution, its availability to all undergraduates
should make it beneficial to several programs.

Sincerely,

N/ W/

Dr. Richard M. Porterfield
Chairman
History Department

RMP :mj

New Jersey Is An Equa! Opportunity Employer



GEOGRAPHY OF NEW JERSEY

Proposed Catalog Description

The Geography of New Jersey focuses on the changing
interactions of physical and cultural geographic factors in
America's most densely populated state. Emphasis is on the
economic, social and political geography of New Jersey as
interpreted in a historical geographic survey of changing
land use, population distribution and ethnic makeup. A
regionalization of the state follows a systematic study of

all pertinent geographic factors.



Proposal to Change Level (graduate to undergraduate) of Geography
of New Jersey

STATEMENT OF NEZD

As a graduate-level course, the Ceography of New Jersey
consistently has drawn a predominantly undergraduate class
enrollment (graduate courses being open to seniors with instructor
approval). Many geography and historv majors have taken the course
in this way, but the limitation of graduate course availability
to undergraduates of senior status onlv presents some scheduling
problems. The course is taught at undergraduate level now, in
effect, as typically at least 80% of total enrollment is by
undergraduates; graduate students are required to write a research
paper, but otherwise sit in the same lecture-discussion format
classes. Changing the level officiallv to an undergraduate one
would recognize the prevalently undergraduate interest in the
course, make this undergraduate scheduling easier. Geography of
New Jersey would still be available as an upper-division under-
graduate course to graduate students with their advisor's
concurrence as fitting their curricular interests and not exceedn‘»
4% the maximum six hours of upper-division undergraduate credit
for graduate credit.

For these reasons, it is not anticipated that any
significant change in course content or organization would be
necessary, and the proposed change in level would facilitate
undergraduate registration by not being restricted in availability

to their senior year.

IMPACT Ol PROGRAM/DEPARTHMENT CURRICULAR DESIGN

The proposed change in level will make the undergraduate
geography major more flexible in meeting undergraduate's evident
interest in the course. There remains a large selection of graduate
social sciences courses in that catalog to serve a variable, but
generally small graduate enrollment, including other graduate
courses in geography. Additionally, graduate students with special
interest in the Geography of New Jersev have the option of taking

up to two upper-division undergraduate courses for graduate credit.



State of New Jersey

GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY 08028
DEPARTMENT OF SECONDARY EDUCATION

April 21, 1982

TO: Liberal Arts Division Curriculum Committee

FROM: Dr. Gardiner, Graduate Program Advisor, All Graduate Subject
Matter Teaching Program

RE: Level Change for Geography of New Jersey

I agree that there is a demand for this course at the
undergraduate level and that the demand (in terms of student
numbers) is lacking at the graduate level.

I do have several concerns which should be dealt with
prior to the passage of the level change:

1. What graduate level geography course will
be offered on a regular basis to take its
place? Four are currently approved but
seldom offered.

2. Graduate students are usually reimbursed by
the districts only if the course taken is at
the graduate level, will this create problems
for the graduate student who must take the upper
level undergraduate course?

Based upon undergraduate student needs, I suggest that the
course Geography of New Jersey become an undergraduate course provided
that the department develop a new graduate level course on the
Geography of New Jersey. Although few secondary teachers now teach
geography, it appears that this will be an area that will be expanding
in the 1980's, resulting in a need for current teachers to take a
graduate level course dealing with New Jersey Geography.

see attached sheet



GEOGRAPLY OF NEW JERSEY

Proposed Catalog Description

The Geography of New Jersey focuses on the changing
interactions of physical and cultural geographic factors in
America's most densely populated state. Emphasis is on the
economic, social and political geography of New Jersey as
interpreted in a historical geographic survey of changing
land use, population distribution and ethnic makeup. A
regionalization of the state follows a systematic study of

all pertinent geographic factors.



Proposal to Change Level (graduate toO undergraduate) of Geography
of New Jersey

STATEMENT OI' NEED

As a graduate-level course, the Geography of New Jersey
consistently has drawn a predominantly undergraduate class
enrollment (graduate courses being open to seniors with instructor
approval) . Many geography and history majors have taken the course
in this way, but the limitation of graduatc course availability
to undergraduates oOf senior status only presents sone scheduling
problems. The ccurse is taught at undergraduate level now, in
effect, as typically at least 802 of total enrollment is by
undergraduates; graduate students are required to write a research
paper, but otherwise sit in the sane lecture~discussion format
classes. Changing the level officially to an undergraduate one
would recognize the prevalently undergraduate interest in the
course, make this undergraduate scheduling easier. Geography of
New Jersey would still be available as an upper-division under-
graduate course to graduate students with their advisor's
concurrence as fitting their curricular interests and not exceedh:a
4z the maximum six hours of upper-division undergraduate credit
for graduate credit.

For these reasons, it is not anticipated that any
significant change in course content or organization would be
necessary;, and the proposed change in level would facilitate
undergraduate registration by not being restricted in availability

to their senior year.

IMPACT ON PROGRAM/DEPARTHMENT CURRICULAR DESIGN

The proposed change in level will make the undergraduate
geography major more flexible in meeting undergraduate's evident
interest in the course. There remains a large selection of graduate
social sciences courses in that catalog to serve a variable, but
generally small graduate enrollment, including other graduate
courses in geography. Additionally, graduate students with special
interest in the Geography of New Jersey have the option of taking

up to two upper-division undergraduate courses for graduate credit.



State of Wow dersey
GLASSBORC STATE COLLECE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY osozs

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

March 25, 1962

Chairperson

Faculty Senate Curriculum Committee
Glassboro State College

Glassboro, New Jersey

Dear Sir:

The History Department supportis the Geography Department's
proposal to change the course titled Geography of New Jersey
from graduate to undergraduate level. The arguments pre-
sented by Dr. Stansfield are endorsed by the Department.

In addition, an undergraduate course on the geography of
New Jersey would complement the history of New Jecrscy offered
by this department. Since the subject matter deals with
ethnic distribution, its availability to all undergraduates
should make it beneficial to several programs.

Sincerely,

V2 z@ }}’7

Dr. Richard M. Porterfield
Chairman
History Department

RMP :mj

New Jersey Is An Equal Opportunity Employer



Siate of New Hevsey
GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE
GLASSBORO, NEW JERSEY 08028

DEPARTMENT OF SECONDARY FDUCATION

April 21, 1982

T70: Liberal Arts Division Curriculum Committee

FROM: Dr. CGardiner, Graduate Program Advisor, All Graduate Subject
Matter Teaching Program

RE: Level Change f{or Geography of New Jersey

I agree that there is a demand for this course at the
undergraduate level and that the demand (in terms of studeant
numbers) is lacking at the graduate level.

I do have several concerns which should be deait with
prior to the passage of the level change:

1. What graduate level geography course will -
be offered on a regular basis to take its
place? Four are currently approved but
seldom offered.

2. Graduate students are usually reimbursed by
the districts only if the course taken is at
the graduate level, will this create problems
for the graduate student who must take the upper
level undergraduate course?

Based upon undergraduate student needs, 1 suggest that the
course Geography of New Jersey become an undergraduate coursc provided
that the department develop a new graduate level course on the
Geography of New Jersey. Although few secondary teachers now teach
geography, it appears that this will be an area that will be expanding
in the 1980's, resulting in a need for current teachers to take a
graduate level course dealing with New Jersey Geography.

see attached sheet
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