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Date: May 3, 1991
To: Dr. Donna Hathaway, Chair, Senate Curriculum Committec
From: Janice Poley, Coordinator of Developmental Writing

Subject: Minor Curricular Change in Improving Personal Writing Skills (Developmental
Writing)

Attached is a proposal for minor curricular changes to Improving Personal Writing

Skills.

cc: D. Cromie
D. Davis
M. Doskow
M. McFadden
M. Palladino



PROPOSAL FOR MINOR CURRICULAR CHANGE

Suggested Time of Implementation: Fall 1991

Course Title: Improving Personal Writing Skills
Credit Hours:

Currently: 3 credit hours total (Credits do not fulfill dcgr.cc requircments).
Grades of P or NC.

This proposal changes for some students the number of credit hours awarded to
developmental writing. It requests that there be two levels of IPWS. The lower
level (A) of IPWS should be awarded 3 credits. After successfully completing
level A, students would enter the upper level (B) and receive 3 credits. Successful
completion of level B makes students eligible to enter College Composition 1.

Please note that no developmental writing credits fulfill degree requirements.
1. Details:
a. Change Requested:

Currently, IPWS is a onc-semester, three-credit course. There is only one level.
We propose these changes:

e Two levels of IPWS
credits cach.

a lower-level, IPWS A, and a higher level, IPWS B at 3

* Students will be placed in these levels according to Composition scores on the
New Jersey College Basic Skills Placement Test.

Level A: 161 and below
Level B: 162-168
College Composition 1: 169 and above

b. Sponsor: Communications Department and Writing Program Committees



2. Rationale:
a. Statement of Need:

The revision of IPWS refines the placement process for writing students. The
goal is to place students in the writing course that most closely matches their
abilities.

Presently, there is a great disparity in student ability in IPWS. There are students
who are close to being able to handle College Composition 1, and therc are
students whose deficiencies are such that they will nced a great deal more
remediation.

Ower the last several years, instructors have requested a dual track. In fall 1990,
we enrolled lower-level students in experimental sections with special curriculum
and tutorial help. The instructors agreed that the experimental sections more
successfully addressed students’ needs.

In addition, data indicate that a number of IPWS students who pass the remedial
course are still unable to pass CC 1 on their first attempt. With the new, higher
cutoff for placement into CC I, the weakest students, who formerly placed in CC
I immediately, will now be taking upper-level IPWS instead. We belicve that the
specialized instruction in level B will better prepare these students for success in
the college-level writing course.

Writing Lab director Thomas Kloskey has collected four years of data (Sec
attached CC I pass study table), which indicate that a student nceds a
Composition score of at least 169 to have about a 60% chance of passing
Freshman Composition. Further study of data in the Writing Lab database scems
to indicate that students who score below 160 points on the NJCBSPT have less
than a 50% chance of passing single-track IPWS.

These statistics support the neced for two levels of IPWS. Another significant factor
is that in the spring 1991 semester, 63% of the students currently enrolled in single-
track IPWS have Composition scores below 160 and thus have less than a 50% chance
of passing the course.

There is another important reason for a dual track in IPWS: Since grades for
developmental courses are not counted in the GPA, students will be able to
work toward competency without undue penalty, which will help retention
efforts.

b. Statement of Curricular Effect

This change calls for a redistribution of writing students and writing faculty. It will
not result in a need for additional faculty or course sections. Current staff, resowrces,
and facilities are adequate to implement the change.



Currently, students who do not pass either remedial or college-level writing on
their first attempt may remain in that writing course two or more times. Under
the new system, very weak students may start in level A of [IPWS and move on to
level B before entering College Composition [. Under the old system, weak students
might have taken single-track IPWS two or three times before moving on to CC 1.

The effect of the proposed change should be (a) that weak students who used to
place in and fail College Composition I at the beginning of their college careers
will now take upper-level IPWS first and have a much greater chance of passing
College Composition the first time they take the course, and (b) students who
used to fail IPWS several times will be given additional training in lower-level
IPWS so that they will have a much greater chance of passing upper-level [PWS
the first time they take the course.

If students perform very well in lower-level IPWS, instructors have the option of
recommending that students take the upper-level test-out and try to place in
College Composition I.

3. Results of Consultation
a. Consultants:

e Minna Doskow, Dean, Liberal Arts and Sciences

¢ Claude Damico, Director, Special Programs

¢ David Cromie, Chair, Communications

e Margaret McFadden, Coordinator, Developmental Testing

e Mary Anne Palladino, Director, Freshman Writing

¢ Don Davis, Coordinator, EOF

e Thomas Kloskey, Director, Writing Lab

e Remedial writing staff, including Marilyn Collins, Mary Lee Donahue, Isabel
Gundaker, Eileen Master, Martha Bachman, Irene Schiller

b. See attached letters.



CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION

0601.100 Improving Personal Writing Skills

This course is designed as a preliminary to College Composition I for those
students who need help with basic writing skills. Students are placed into onc of
two levels of IPWS according to scores on the New Jersey College Basic Skills
Placement test. Credits for IPWS are not applied toward graduation.
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X2\ GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE

Communications Department Glassboro, New Jersey 08028-1773 (609) 863-7187

TO: Dr. Donna Hathaway, Chairperson
Senate Curriculum Committee

FROM: Dave Cromie, Chairperson
Communications Department

DATE: March 27, 1991

SUBJECT: Dual-level Improving Personal Writing Skills
(Proposal by Janice Poley)

The recent “Proposal for Minor Curriculum Change” submitted by Janice Poley of the
Communications Department has my full support.

The proposal is consistent with data gathered over more than a decade of concerned
discussion regarding the huge range of abilities among students at the beginning of IPWS$
and when they move into College Composition 1. The proposed dual-level course will
help immensely in bringing all students to a similar level of competency prior to admission
to College Composition I.

The proposal is logical, well thought-out and especially well presented in a clear and
lucid manner which focuses on the nature of the problem and the rationale used to
develop a workable solution.

For the past four or five years, many of our best writing teachers have been frustrated by

the overwhelming diversity among the IPWS students. What Janice Poley proposes is
workable and long overdue. I support it wholeheartedly.

New Jersey is An Equal Opportunity Employer



GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE

Communications Department Glassboro, New Jersey 08028-1773 (609) 863-7187

To: Janice Poley

From: Mary Anne Palladino

Subject: Revision to IPWS course

Date: March 28, 1991

The proposal to modify the Improving Personal Writing Skills course
addresses a need which the writing faculty have recognized for some time.
Our instructors believe students should be given every opportunity for
success in their writing courses. The proposal to place students in two levels
of IPWS increases their chances of success in IPWS and later in College

Composition 1.

I wholeheartedly support this proposal.

New Jersey is An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Glassboro, New Jersey 08028-1792
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GLASSBORO STATE COLLEGE

Dean of Liberal Arts & Sciences
Glassboro, New Jersey 08028-1772 (609) 863-5342

April 2, 1991

Donna Hathaway, Chair
Senate Curriculum Committee
Glassboro State College
Glassboro, New Jersey 08028

Dear Dr. Hathaway,

I would like to support the proposal to institute two levels
of Improving Personal Writing Skills. The proposed change would
enable professors to offer more focussed instruction to students
based on their level of performance on the Basic Skills Test.
Students scoring lower would be given additional training in the
lower 1level course so that they will have a better chance of
passing the higher level course when they come to it. 1In addition,
students scoring higher initially would be able to proceed at a
more advanced rate since all their classmates would be at
approximately the same level.

The objective of the proposal is to increase success 1n
achieving writing skills and I strongly support that objective.

Sincerely yours,

Minna Doskow
Dean

'c. Janice Poley

New Jersey ;s An Equal Opportunity Employer



