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Minor Curricular Change
Catalog Descriptions of Two Courses: Introductory Botany and Plant Diversity

October 12, 2002

1. Details

a. Change requested: Catalog Descriptions of Introductory Botany and Plant Diversity
(see attachment for old and proposed descriptions)

b. Sponsor: Dr. Terry O’Brien, Department of Biological Sciences

2. Rationale

a. Statement of Need: Together these courses should form a complementary set, with
Introductory Botany providing the fundamentals needed to pursue more advanced topics
that should be taught in Plant Diversity. The descriptions proposed here make it more
apparent that Plant Diversity is a course that can be better taken in addition to Introductory
Botany, for those students interested in completing more than one course in plant biology.
The content of neither course is substantially changed by the proposed changes.

In addition, the old descriptions of these courses lacked any statement of the significance of
the courses, making the courses less appealing to students. The proposed descriptions
include such statements.

The old description of Introductory Botany does not indicate that the course is a laboratory
course. The new description includes this information so that students will better
understand the course structure and it's contribution to their degree requirements.

The change in the prerequisites to “0401.100 and 0401.101, or the equivalent” (see the
attached descriptions) is not a change in prerequisites for native students. This change is
only to indicate to transfer students that they are not required to complete 0401.101 and
0401.102 if equivalent courses were completed elsewhere.

b. Statement of Curricular Effect: The proposed catalog changes will help to make
Introductory Botany and Plant Diversity a better sequence of courses for students interested
in two or more courses in plant biology. Students who take only one course in plant
biology will be encouraged to take Introductory Botany rather than Plant Diversity. This
may result in some decline in the number of students enrolling in Plant Diversity, however
currently two sections of this course are filled each year. It is expected that at least one
section of Plant Diversity will be easily filled as a result of the changes in course

descriptions.

Because neither course is a requirement for biology or other majors, no other curricular
effects are expected.

As noted above, a change in the description of the prerequisites will not have a curricular
effect.



3. Results of Consultations

The changes in course content by the proposed descriptions will not make these courses similar
to any existing courses taught outside the department. Neither course is designated a General
Education course, and neither course is a requirement for majors directed by other departments.
Consultations outside of the department were deemed unnecessary.

All faculty members within the Department of Biological Sciences have reviewed this
proposal. The faculty support the changes proposed in this document.

The Chair of the Curriculum Committee, Dr. Phil Lewis, has advised me that it 1s appropriate
to include the proposed changes for both courses within a single proposal, not as two separate
proposals. The changes proposed will make the complementary nature of the courses more
obvious.



Old Catalog Description

0402.200 4 s.h.
Introductory Botany
(Prerequisites: 0401.100 and 0401.101)

This course studies the biology of plants. It includes a survey of vascular plant anatomy; the
principles of plant physiology and metabolism; structural and functional aspects of plant anatomy with
respect to support, transport, reproduction, development and growth.

New Catalog Description

0402.200 4 s.h.
Introductory Botany
(Prerequisites: 0401.100 and 0401.101, or the equivalent)

This laboratory course considers the biology of plants. It is a broad survey of plant nutrition,
physiology, development, anatomy, morphology, reproduction, evolution and ecology. An emphasis is
placed on the structure and function of plants and the relevance of plants to humanity and the global
environment. Students who complete this course will better understand what plants are, what they do,
how they do it, and why we should care.

Old Catalog Description

0402.201 4 s.h.
Plant Diversity
(Prerequisites: 0401.100 and 0401.101)

This laboratory course considers the biology of non-flowering plants. A survey of the algae,
fungi, mosses, liverworts, and primitive vascular plants is made. This course may not be offered
annually.

New Catalog Description

0402.201 4 s.h.
Plant Diversity
(Prerequisites: 0401.100 and 0401.101, or the equivalent; 402.200 or permission of the instructor)

This laboratory course considers the patterns of plant diversity and the processes that generate
and maintain plant diversity. Itis an interdisciplinary course in which the major groups of plants are
viewed in a variety of ways, including diversity in morphology, physiology, evolution, ecology and
human economy. Students who complete this course will have a better understanding of the types and
sources of plant diversity, and the role of human and nonhuman factors in affecting plant diversity.
Instructor’s permussion to enroll is required.for students who have not completed Introductory Botany

(0402.200).



Shoemaker, Bonita

“rom: Terry O'Brien [obrien@rowan.edu]

sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2003 9:03 AM _

To: Shoemaker, Bonita st

Cc: Patricia Mosto w

Subject: Re: Biological Sciences On-Line Catalog Corrections /”‘A \;*‘— NZa
o Y

W

Minor Change - Plant
Co. 04/03... Dear Bonnie:

Thanks. I notice though that for some reason, the changes proposed in

my

"first draft" were posted. They are not the final descriptions that
were

approved by the committee.

The approved changed are in the attached document. Would you make the
corrections, and resend the message to all appropriate parties?

Regards -

Dr. Terry O'Brien

Dept. of Biological Sciences
Rowan University

Glassboro, NJ 08028

Phone and voicemail: 856 256-4500 ext. 3587
-mail: obrien@rowan.edu
Office: 201H Science Building

From: "Shoemaker, Bonita" <shoemaker@exchange55.rowan.edus>
Date: Fri, 14 Nov 2003 14:37:56 -0500

To: "O'Brien, Terry" <obrien®@exchange55.rowan.edu>, "Mosto,
Patricia"<Mosto@exchange55.rowan.edu>

Cc: "Harper, Jay A." <harper@exchange55.rowan.edu>, "Faison,
Christy"<Faison@exchange55.rowan.edu>

Subject: Biological Sciences On-Line Catalog Corrections

The following approved curriculum course changes have been entered in
the online catalog database. Please review your department in the
on-line catalog section of the Rowan website.
http://www.rowan.edu/catalogs

SCC# 0203-808

0402.200 ... i 4 s.h.
Introductory Botany

(Prerequisite:
0401.100 , 0401.101 or the equivalent )

0402.201 . . v it i e e 4 s.h.
Plant Diversity

(Prerequisite:

0401.100 , 0401.101 or the equivalent , and 0402.200 or
permigsion of the
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instructor )

Vv

If part of the approved curriculum was a change in the catalog
> narrative, this change will be reflected in the online catalog within

v

1



> the near future. A new database is being implemented to accommodate
this

> part of the catalog. At this time, the current database can only

> accommodate courses and faculty.

Thank you for your patience during this time.

Bonnie Shoemaker

Office of Associate Provost for Academic Affairs

Rowan University

Bole Hall, 201 Mullica Hill Rd.

Glassboro, NJ 08028

856-256-4011 FAX 845-256-4453

shoemaker@rowan.edu

"If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it."

V V.V V V VYV VV VYV VYV VL



1. Details

a.

Minor Curricular Change

Catalog Descriptions of Two Courses: Introductory Botany and Plant Diversity

October 12, 2002
Revised: March 27, 2003

Change requested: Catalog Descriptions of Introductory Botany and Plant Diversity

(see attachment for old and proposed descriptions)

b. Sponsor: Dr. Terry O’Brien, Department of Biological Sciences

2. Rationale

d.

Statement of Need: Together these courses should form a complementary set, with
Introductory Botany providing the fundamentals needed to pursue more advanced topics
that are taught in Plant Diversity. The descriptions proposed here make it more apparent
that Plant Diversity is a course that can be better taken in addition to Introductory Botany,
for those students interested in completing more than one course in plant biology.

In addition, the old descriptions of these courses lacked any statement of the significance of
the courses, making the courses less appealing to students. The proposed descriptions
include such statements.

The old description of Introductory Botany does not indicate that the course is a laboratory
course. The new description includes this information so that students will better
understand the course structure and it's contribution to their degree requirements.

The change in the prerequisites to “0401.100 and 0401.101, or the equivalent” (see the
attached descriptions) is not a change in prerequisites for native students. This change is
only to indicate to transfer students that they are not required to complete 0401.101 and
0401.102 if equivalent courses were completed elsewhere.

The content of neither course is substantially changed by the proposed descriptive changes.
Aside from what is discussed in the paragraphs above, the purpose of the changes is to
clarify the existing content of the courses, not to redesign the courses.

Statement of Curricular Effect: The proposed catalog changes will help to make
Introductory Botany and Plant Diversity a better sequence of courses for students interested
in two or more courses in plant biology. Students who take only one course in plant
biology will be encouraged to take Introductory Botany rather than Plant Diversity. This
may result in some decline in the number of students enrolling in Plant Diversity, however
currently two sections of this course are filled each year. It is expected that at least one
section of Plant Diversity will be easily filled as a result of the changes in course
descriptions.



Because neither course is a requirement for biology or other majors, no other curricular
effects are expected.

As noted above, a change in the description of the prerequisites will not have a curricular
effect.

3. Results of Consultations

The changes in course content by the proposed descriptions will not make these courses similar
to any existing courses taught outside the department. Neither course is designated a General
Education course, and neither course is a requirement for majors directed by other departments.
Consultations outside of the department were deemed unnecessary.

All faculty members within the Department of Biological Sciences have reviewed this
proposal. The faculty support the changes proposed in this document.

The Chair of the Curriculum Committee, Dr. Phil Lewis, has advised me that it is appropriate
to include the proposed changes for both courses within a single proposal, not as two separate
proposals. This will make the complementary nature of the proposed descriptive changes more
obvious.



Old Catalog Description

0402.200 4 s.h.
Introductory Botany
(Prerequisites: 0401.100 and 0401.101)

This course studies the biology of plants. It includes a survey of vascular plant anatomy; the
principles of plant physiology and metabolism; structural and functional aspects of plant anatomy with
respect to support, transport, reproduction, development and growth.

New Catalog Description

0402.200 4 s.h.
Introductory Botany
(Prerequisites: 0401.100 and 0401.101, or the equivalent)

This laboratory course considers the biology of plants. It is a broad survey of plant nutrition,
physiology, development, anatomy, morphology, reproduction, evolution and ecology. An emphasis is
placed on the structure and function of plants and the relevance of plants to humanity and the global
environment.

0Old Catalog Description

0402.201 4 s.h.
Plant Diversity
(Prerequisites: 0401.100 and 0401.101)

This laboratory course considers the biology of non-flowering plants. A survey of the algae,
fungi, mosses, liverworts, and primitive vascular plants is made. This course may not be offered

annually.
New Catalog Description

0402.201 4 s.h.
Plant Diversity
(Prerequisites: 0401.100 and 0401.101, or the equivalent; 402.200 or permission of the instructor)

This laboratory course considers the patterns of plant diversity and the processes that generate
and maintain plant diversity. Several types of diversity are assessed for each of the major groups of
plants, including diversity in morphology, physiology, evolution, ecology and human economy.
Students who complete this course will have a better understanding of the types and sources of plant
diversity. and the role of human and nonhuman factors in affecting plant diversity. Instructor’s
permission to enroll is required for students who have not completed Introductory Botany (0402.200).



