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Proposal
Journalism Practicum

DETAILS
a. Course Title

Journalism Practicum.

b. Sponsor

Carl Hausman, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, Department of Journalism.

¢. Credit Hours

1-3 sh to accommodate student needs.

d. Course Level

300; no general education designation is sought. Journalism Practicum
will be a related elective in the Journalism sequence.

e. Prerequisites

Completion of 75 credit hours and approval of journalism department
adviser.

f. Implementation

Fall, 2005; the course will be offered spring, fall, and summer semesters.

CURRICULAR EFFECT

Offerings: No course will be dropped or offered less frequently as a result of the
implementation of Journalism Practicum. Practica are being added to the
schedule in part to provide credit-bearing coursework for activities that often
involve reassigned time, a concept being phased out in anticipation of a new
university-wide 3-3 teaching load option. Because the course is chosen from a
bank of electives and not required there will be no impact on the total credits
required for the program.
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Adequacy of the present staff, resources, space needs, and another other
additional requirements for implementation. There are no extra resources
needed for implementation of this practicum because the practicum in large part
will subsume existing activities.

Recommended library resources. No additional library resources are
anticipated at this time.

RATIONALE

Journalism practicum gives students the opportunity to test and develop their
skills in the field working on-campus with the department faculty on a variety of
technical, creative, and/or research related assignments.

ESSENCE OF THE COURSE

Students earn 1 credit for every 40 hours of work, up to 3 credit hours for 120
hours of practicum-related assignments. The student will fulfill a wide range of
duties agreed to by both the student and the on-campus department supervisor.
Examples might include writing for campus publications, editing and writing for
the journalism department’s web portal, or producing a regular cable newscast.
Journalism Practicum is distinguished from Journalism Field Experience because
practica are experiences within the department, while field experiences generally

take place off-campus.
a. Objectives:

* To allow students to gain practical experience in their discipline.

* To enable students to adapt theory to practice.

* To foster detailed and individualized guidance and criticism by the
presiding faculty member.

b. Topical Outline

As Journalism Practicum is an experience-based course, the flow of the
course does not lend itself to a topical outline. The specific objectives of
this course are listed in (a) above.

c¢. Evaluation and Grading

Grades for Journalism Practicum are determined by the faculty supervisor
and are based on these factors:
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* An accurate log of on-the-job hours signed and verified by the
faculty supervisor.

* A portfolio of representative work, including but not limited to
clippings, articles, audio or video productions, or web-based
journalistic presentations.

* A final written critique of the practicum experience written by the
student, thoughtfully evaluating what was learned and the
relationship between prior classroom instruction and practicum
experience.

* A final written evaluation of the student by the department
SUpErvisor.

RESULTS OF CONSULTATION

Please see attached.
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CATALOG DESCRIPTION
HEGIS NUMBER TO BE ASSIGNED AT 300 LEVEL
PREREQUISITES: COMPLETION OF 75 CREDIT HOURS, APPROVAL OF
JOURNALISM DEPARTMENT ADVISER

Journalism Practicum allows students to apply their skills and knowledge by
working on-campus with department faculty on a variety of technical, creative, or
research-related assignments. Students earn 1 credit for every 40 hours of work,
with most practica implemented for 3 credit hours. Students keep a detailed log
of working hours, prepare an extensive portfolio, write an analytical critique of
the practicum, and are evaluated by their faculty supervisor. Student must have at
least a 2.5 GPA to take Journalism Practicum.
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Proposal
Journalism Practicum

DETAILS
a. Course Title
Journalism Practicum.

b. Sponsor

Carl Hausman, Ph.D., Professor and Chair, Department of Journalism.

¢. Credit Hours

3, although in some cases 1- or 2-hour practica may be scheduled through
special agreement with the instructor.

d. Course Level

300; no general education designation is sought.

e. Prerequisites

Completion of 75 credit hours, minimum 2.5 grade point average,
approval of journalism department adviser.

f. Implementation

Fall, 2005; the course will be offered spring, fall, and summer semesters.

CURRICULAR EFFECT

Offerings: No course will be dropped or offered less frequently as a result of the
implementation of Journalism Practicum. Practica are being added to the
schedule in part to provide credit-bearing coursework for activities that often
involve reassigned time, a concept being phased out in anticipation of a new
university-wide 3-3 teaching load option.

Adequacy of the present staff, resources, space needs, and another other
additional requirements for implementation. There are no extra resources
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needed for implementation of this practicum because the practicum in large part
will subsume existing activities.

Recommended library resources. No additional library resources are
anticipated at this time.

RATIONALE

Journalism practicum gives students the opportunity to test and develop their
skills in the field working on-campus with the department faculty on a variety of
technical, creative, and/or research related assignments.

ESSENCE OF THE COURSE

Students earn 3 credit hours for 120 hours of practicum-related assignments. The
student will fulfill a wide range of duties agreed to by both the student and the on-
campus department supervisor. Examples might include writing for campus
publications, editing and writing for the journalism department’s web portal, or
producing a regular cable newscast. Journalism Practicum is distinguished from
Journalism Field Experience because practica are experiences within the
department, while field experiences generally take place off-campus.

a. Objectives:

* To allow students to gain practical experience in their discipline.
* To enable students to adapt theory to practice.
* To foster detailed and individualized guidance and criticism by the

presiding faculty member.

b. Topical Outline

As Journalism Practicum is an experience-based course, the flow of the
course does not lend itself to a topical outline. The specific objectives of
this course are listed in (a) above.

¢. Evaluation and Grading

Grades for Journalism Practicum are determined by the faculty supervisor
and are based on these factors:

* An accurate log of on-the-job hours signed and verified by the
faculty supervisor.
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* A portfolio of representative work, including but not limited to
clippings, articles, audio or video productions, or web-based

journalistic presentations.
* A final written critique of the practicum experience written by the

student, thoughtfully evaluating what was learned and the
relationship between prior classroom instruction and practicum

experience.
* A final written evaluation of the student by the department

SUpervisor.

RESULTS OF CONSULTATION

Please see attached.
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CATALOG DESCRIPTION
HEGIS NUMBER TO BE ASSIGNED AT 300 LEVEL
PREREQUISITES: COMPLETION OF 75 CREDIT HOURS, MINIMUM 2.5
GRADE POINT AVERAGE, APPROVAL OF JOURNALISM DEPARTMENT

ADVISER

Journalism Practicum allows students to apply their skills and knowledge by
working on-campus with department faculty on a variety of technical, creative, or
research-related assignments. Students earn 1 credit for every 40 hours of work,
with most practica implemented for 3 credit hours. Students keep a detailed log
of working hours, prepare an extensive portfolio, write an analytical critique of
the practicum, and are evaluated by their faculty supervisor.
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ROWAN

UNIVERSITY

Department of Communication Studies

September 29, 2004

Dr. Carl Hausman
Department of Journalism
Rowan University
Glassboro, NJ 08028

Dear Dr. Hausman:

Thank you for the opportunity to review your proposais for Journalism Practicum and Journalism Field
Experience. We wholeheartedly support both of these proposais. The opportunity to experience areal
working environment in their field of study is extremely valuable to undergraduate students.
Additionally, it seems sensible that students completing an experiential learning course in their
specialization would be supervised by faculty in that area of study. We believe that the courses you
have proposed will be a valuable addition to the course offerings in the College of Communication at
Rowan.

Sincerely,

e

Lorin Basden Arnold, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

Interim Department Chair and Curriculum Chair
Department of Communication Studies

201 Mullica Hill Road » Glassboro, New Jersey « OSO28-1701 o Phone (836 236-4327 ¢ Fan 13301 230-3730



UNIVERSITY

Radio/Television/Film Department
To: Dr. Carl Hausman, Chair
Journalism Department
From: Ned Eckhardt, Chair
Radio/TV/Film Department
Subject: Journalism Practicum

October 3, 2004

This is a letter to enthusiastically support this proposal for Journalism Practicum, a new
course in the Journalism Department. This is an academically sound educational
experience that will enable journalism students to experience working and learning with
faculty and professional staff on a variety of journalism-related media projects.

Journalism Practicum offers students a wide range of technical, creative and/or research
related assignments within the structure of practicum assignments. These assignments
will include writing for campus publications, editing and writing for the Journalism
Department’s web portal, or researching, writing and producing a regular cable newscast
in the new TV studios.

We have been offering our RTF Practicum course since 2002, and it has been both an
academic and practical success for our students. Practicum courses enable students to
apply their theoretical knowledge in a real-world setting under faculty supervision.
Journalism Practicum will give Journalism students access to this exciting and essential
mode of learning.

I recommend this course without reservation.

IAd Dok Jinrit]

Ned Eckhardt, Chair
Radio/TV/Film Dept
College of Communication
Rowan University
Glassboro, NJ 08028
eckhardt @rowan.edu
(856) 256-4415 phone

201 Mullica Hill Road ¢ Glassboro, New Jersey » 08028-1701 « Phone (8361 236-3641 « Fux (8501 256-4794



ROWAN

UNIVERSITY

Date: Oct. 5, 2003 N
To: Dr. Carl Hausman, Chair, Department of Journalism 2@’(
From: Suzanne Sparks FitzGerald, Chair, Public Relations ahd Advertising
Re:  Field Experience and Practicum

Our department supports your proposal for Journalism Field Experience and
Practicum courscs. Clearly, with the advent of new B.A.s in the College of
Communication. along with the university-wide initiative to reduce overload and
reassigned time. cach department needs a separate field experience and practicum course.

Offering a department course should simplify the field experience process and we
highly recommend 1t

Thank you for consulting me.

201 Mullica Hill Road ¢ Glassboro. New Jersey * 08028-1701



