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New Course Proposal:
RESEARCH APPLICATIONS IN NURSING PRACTICE

I. DETAILS.

. Course Title: Research Applications in Nursing Practice

<]

b. Sponsors: Gregory B. Hecht, Elizabeth Brooks, Richard Meagher (Dept.
Biological Sciences)

Co-sponsor: UMDNIJ (University of Medicine & Dentistry of New Jersey)

. Credit Hours: 3.0

(]

d. Course level: Senior (400 level). This course has previously been designated
"NURS 404" at NJIT (see "Rationale” below); if possible, a HEGIS number
containing the "404" number is preferred.

. Pre-requisites:
NURS 304: Nursing Informatics (HEGIS number TBA);
course only available to students enrolled in the UMDNJ/Rowan Joint R.N. to

o

B.S.N. Program (see accompanying "Bachelor of Science in Nursing" proposal)

students will have completed this requirement as part of their R.N. degree. o

f. Suggested Time & Scale of Implementation: Initial offering to begin Summer o .

2004. Course will be offered once every year during the summer. The course.

will meet for one 3 hour session each week.
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Course Proposal: NURS404

II. CURRICULAR EFFECT

The proposed course will be a requirement for completion of the UMDNJ/Rowan R.N. to
B.S.N. Joint Program.

Offerings: This course will be taught by faculty from UMDNIJ rather than Rowan
University's Biological Sciences faculty. Thus, implementation of this proposal is
not expected to require any existing courses to be dropped or to be offered less

frequently.

Adequacy of the present staff, resources, space needs, etc.: This course will be
taught by faculty from UMDN] rather than Rowan University's Biological
Sciences faculty. Thus, implementation of this course will not place a demand on
the teaching load of Rowan University's Biological Sciences Department. The
new science building -- scheduled to open during Summer 2003 -- offers ample

classroom space for this course.

Recommended Library Resources: All students enrolled in the UMDNJ/Rowan
Joint R.N. to B.S.N. Program will have access via the web or in person to the
UMDNJ library. Students in the current UMDNIJ/NJIT joint program almost
exclusively use the UMDNI library resources for this course and seldom use the
NJIT library. Thus, it is expected that this course will similarly not create a
demand for library resources on the Rowan University campus.

ITI. RATIONALE

This Research Applications in Nursing Practice course (NURS 404) is being
transferred to Rowan University from an existing BSN curriculum offered at NJIT.

The ability to understand the importance of research and application of findings is
critical to the field of medicine.

This course offers instruction on the many aspects of nursing research. Students
are introduced to the history of nursing research, scientific methodology and data
collection. Students are also instructed how to analyze research and integrate findings
into the practice of nursing.

[t is therefore important that all nursing students be required to take this course in
Research Applications in Nursing Practice prior to completion of their BSN degree.
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Course Proposal: NURS404

IV. ESSENCE OF THE COURSE

a. Objectives of the course in relation to student outcomes. Upon completion of this

course, the student will be able to:

1.

A

Discuss the significance of nursing research to the profession of nursing.

Examine concepts relevant to nursing research.

Describe various approaches to quantitative and qualitative research in nursing.

Explore the quantitative and qualitative research process.

Conduct critiques of nursing studies.

Develop plans for using research findings in practice.

b. Topical Outline/Content.

I.

Introduction to Nursing Research
History of nursing research
Ethics & nursing research

. The Research Topic & Literature Review

The research problem
The research hypothesis
Reading research reports

Theory Based Research
Conceptual frameworks and models
Conceptual mapping

Research Designs
Purposes and dimensions of research design
Types of research design

. Populations & Samples

Sampling Concepts
Sample Size

Critiquing Nursing Research
Interpreting study results
Research Critique
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Course Proposal: NURS404 4

7. Measurement and Data Collection
Types of Data collection

8. Understanding Statistics in Research
9. Understanding Statistics in Research
Statistical procedures (includes use of the computer lab at Stratford)
Using a statistical software package
10. Introduction to Qualitative Research
11. Using Nursing research
Methods of instruction for this course when it was offered at NJIT have included lectures
with discussion, small group discussions, assigned readings, independent learning
activities, and analyses of professional research.

Examples of texts that would be suitable for this course:

American Psychological Association (2001) Publication manual of the American
Psychological Association (5" ed.) Washington, DC: Author.

Burns, N. & Grove, S. K. (1999). Understanding Nursing Research (2"¢ ed.)
Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders Company. ISBN: 07216810691

Burns, N. & Grove, S. (1999)  Study Guide for Understanding Nursing Research .
(2" ed.) Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders Company. ISBN: 0271681085

Examples of readings that would be suitable for this course:

Artinian, B. M. (1998). Grounded theory research: It’s value for nursing. Research
Issues. 11(1), 5-6.

Beck, C.T. (1992). The lived experience of postpartum depression: It's value for
nursing: Research Issue, 11(1) 5-6.

Cohen, S., & Willis, T. A., (1985). Stress, social support, and the buffering
hypothesis, Psychological Bulletin, 98(2), 310-357.
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148

149 DeMarco, R., Johnson, C., Fukuda, & Deffenbaugh, O. (2001) Content validity of a
150 scale to measure silencing and affectivity among women living with HIV/AIDS.
151 Journal of the Association of Nurses in AIDS Care, 12(4), 77-88.

152

153 Field, P. A., & Morse, J.M. (1985). Nursing Research: The application of qualitative
154 approaches. Rockville, MD: Aspen.

155

156 Flaskerud, J. H., & Winslow, B. J. (1998). Conceptualizing vulnerable populations
157 health-related research. Nursing Research, 47(2), 69-78.

158

159 Kalichman, Seth C., Rompa, D., DiFonzo, K., Simpson, D., Austin, J., Luke, W.,
160 Kyomugisha, & Buckles, J. HIV Treatment Adherence in Women Living With
161 HIV/AIDS: Research based on the information-motivation-behavioral skills
162 model of health behavior. (2001). Journal of the Association of Nurses In AIDS
163 Care, 12(4), .58-67.

164

165 Milton, Doris (2002). Applying research to nursing practice. Advance for Nurses.
166 April 15, 2002.

167

168 Munhall, P. L. (1989). Philosophical ponderings on qualitative research methods in
169 nursing. Nursing Science Quarterly, 2(1), 20-28.

170

171 Norbeck, J.S., Lindsey, A. M., & Carrieri, V. L. (1983). Further development of the
172 Norbeck

173 Social Support Questionnaire: Normative data and validity resting. Nursing
174 Research, 32(1), 4-9.

175

176 Parse, R. (1995). Building knowledge through qualitative research: The road less
177 traveled. Nursing Science Quarterly, 9(1). 10-15.

178

179 Rankin, M., & Esteves, M. D. (1996) How to assess a research study. American
180 Journal of Nursing, 96(12), 23-36.

181

182 Sharts-Hopko, N. C., (2001). Focus group methodology: when and why?, Journal of
183 The Association of Nurses In AIDS Care, 12(4), 89-91.

184

185 Wallace, D.C., Tuck, [., Boland, C.S., & Witucki, J.M. Client perceptions of parish

186 nursing. Public Health Nursing,19 (2), 128-135.
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Course Proposal: NURS404 6

c. Evaluation of students and grading procedure. During the time that this course was
taught at NJIT, students were evaluated by the following kinds of activities: exams;
poster presentations; practice article and oral presentation to the class; critique of
patient satisfaction surveys from students' practice area.

d. Course Evaluation: During the time that this course was taught at NJIT, the UMDNJ
faculty routinely conducted assessment of the success of this course. The Biological
Sciences Department routinely reviews each of its course offerings to assess their
success in meeting stated goals and objectives. The Biological Sciences Department,
in collaboration with UMDNJ, will expand its review process to include this course.

V. RESULTS OF CONSULTATIONS
Results of Consultations
Planned consultations:

Dept. Special Education
Also Dept. Mathematics b/c of the Elementary Statistics pre-req
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CATALOG DESCRIPTION

XxxxHEGISxxxx 3.0 s.h.
(Pre-requisites: NURS 304: Nursing Informatics [HEGIS number TBA]; Elementary
Statistics (HEGIS 1702.100) or the equivalent; enrollment in the UMDNJ/Rowan Joint
R.N.to B.S.N. Program)

Students enrolled in this course will be introduced to the concepts and processes of
research in nursing. Emphasis is placed on critiquing published studies and developing

plans for using research findings in practice.



