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Minor Curricular Change

Change in the Name of Systematics and Evolutionary Mechanisms

1. Details

a. Change requested: change in course title
From: Systematics and Evolutionary Mechanisms
To: Methods in Macroevolution

b. Sponsors: Dr. Luke Holbrook, Department of Biological Sciences

2. Rationale

a. Statement of Need: The name Systematics and Evolutionary Mechanisms is unclear
and perhaps discouraging to students for a few reasons. Many students are not
sufficiently familiar with the discipline of systematics to understand what types of
science it entails. The name also sounds like a graduate course. Additionally, students
may be confused as to the relationship between this course and a more general course,

Evolution.

b. Statement of curricular effect: The proposed name change will better reflect the
intentions of this course: a) to teach students methods, and b) to focus on evolution above

the species level, or macroevolution.
3. Results of Consultations

No additional consultations were deemed necessary.

Old Course Name: Systematics and Evolutionary Mechanisms

New Proposed Name: Methods in Macroevolution

In supporting the original proposal for this course, the Department of Biological Sciences
recognized a need for an upper-level course that would expose students to the methods and
primary literature of certain areas of evolutionary biology. In particular, this course teaches
students about how biologists reconstruct and interpret macroevolutionary patterns, i.e., patterns

of evolution above the species level.

The proposed name change better reflects the content of this course than the original
name. The course focuses on the methods of identifying and analyzing patterns of evolution
among species. The new proposed title more clearly identifies to students what will be covered

in the course.



Old Catalog Description

(0401.407) 4 s.h.

. i\ Systematics and Evolutionary Mechanisms

(Prerequisites: 0401.100, 0401.101)

This laboratory course considers the field of systematics and its relationship to evolution.
The course will cover a variety of topics, including species concepts, evolutionary mechanisms,
phylogenetic analysis, and taxonomy. Laboratory exercises include demonstrations and actual
applications of investigative techniques used to study systematics and evolution, including
exercises in analyzing phylogeny. This course may not be offered annually.

New Catalog Description

(0401.407) 4 s.h.
Methods in Macroevolution
(Prerequisites: 0401.100, 0401.101)

This laboratory course investigates how we investigate and interpret patterns of
macroevolution (evolution above the species level). The course will cover a variety of topics,
including systematics, species concepts, evolutionary mechanisms, and phylogenetic analysis.
Laboratory exercises include demonstrations and actual applications of investigative techniques
used to study macroevolutionary patterns. This course may not be offered annually.



