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COURSE TITLE: The American Revolution and Early Republic, 1775-1820

SPONSOR: Janet Moore Lindman, History Department
And the Faculty of the History Department

CREDIT HOURS: 3
COURSE LEVEL: Undergraduate, 300-level

CURRICULAR EFFECT: This is a proposal for a new upper level history elective course entitled
"The American Revolution and Early Republic, 1775-1820". This course will cover the early history
of the United States from the American Revelution and the War of Independence, to the Creation
of the United States of America and the early republic from 1775-1820. This new course will
enhance the offerings available to History majors currently lacking in the department.

PREREQUISITES: One (1) 100-level history course (U.S. History to 1865 - 2205.150)

SUGGESTED TIME AND SCALE OF IMPLEMENTATION: One section to be offered annually or
biennually beginning in fall of 1999-2000.

ADEQUACY OF PRESENT RESOURCES: No additional staff or resources required.

RATIONALE:

This new course, "American Revolution and Early Republic”, will provide students with an in-
depth study of the American Revolution, the War for Independence, and the Creation of the
United States, and the Early Republic. To give equal and adequate treatment to the American
Revolutionary Era--one of the most important periods in U.S. history--it is necessary to create a
separate course. This new course will allow students who have an interest in early American
history the opportunity to pursue the subject matter in greater depth and detail.

ESSENCE OF THE COURSE:
a. Description of the Course:

The central focus of this course is the colonial American revolt against English rule, the War
for Independence and the creation of the United States of America. This will also include
the political, social and economic conflicts within the new nation from the revolution to

the 1820s. Students will read original sources as well as modern descriptions of the colonial
past. They will be asked to discuss and analyze issues such as the impact of the American
Revolution on the people including women, Native Americans, and African-Americans; the
English and American experience of the Revolutionary War; the transition from colonial
status to nationhood; the Constitutional debates; popular protests against federal power;
the creation of the first party system, and society and politics of the Early Republic.

b. Topical Outline of the Course:

The English Rule of North America

The Imperial Crisis with England

The Impact of Imperial Wars on European/Indian Relations
Political Protest against English Rule

The Outbreak of the American Revolution

Effects of the Revolutionary War on the Homefront



The Indian Experience of the American Revolution

The African-American Experience of the American Revolution
The Declaration of Independence

Rule by the Continental Congress

The Creation of the United States of America

Popular Protests (i.e., Shays' Rebellion, the Whiskey Rebellion)
Framing the Constitution

Federalists v. Anti-Federalists

Early Party Politics

Presidential and Judicial Conflicts

The Onset of Industrialization

The Virginia Dynasty

The American Empire

c. Students will be evaluated and graded based on both written work and class participation.
Means of assessing student learning may include written examinations in class, formal
written papers, oral reports, student projects, and class participation.

d. Students completing the course will be asked to fill out the History Department’s course
evaluation form. The department will also evaluate the course as part of its regular curricular
reviews.

RESULTS OF CONSULTATION:
No other departments offer courses with similar content or titles. Dr. Dianne Ashton, Coordinator

of the Liberal Studies/American Studies Program, was consulted because students in these
programs would also benefit from this course.
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Description for Catalogue:

The America Revolution and Early Republic, 1775-1828
(U.S. History to 1865 - 2205.150)

This course will examine the political, economic, social, and cultural factors that led to the onset
of the American Revolution, the outbreak of the Revolutionary War, and the Creation of the
United States of America. This will include study of the adoption of the Constitution, popular
challenges to federal power, and the character of American society and politics during the Early
Repubilic. This course may not be offered annually.
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