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CHANGE IN TITLE, NUMBER AND CATALOG DESCRIPTION
0704.TOPICS IN COMPUTER ARCHITECTURE

Details
a. Existing Catalog Description:

0704.404

Topics in Computer Architecture

(Prerequisites: 0704.204 and 0704.370)

This is an advanced course in computer architecture designed to
brepare students for graduate school in computer science. The
topics include microprogramming, machine language instruction
sets and formats of microcomputers, minicomputers, and main-
frames, assembly language, operating systems, and computer com-
munications.

Proposed Catalog Description:

0704.380

Computer Architecture

(Prerequisites: 0704.204 and 0704.370)

This is a required course for computer science majors which
attempts to bridge the gap between hardware and software. The
topics include microprogramming, machine language instruction
sets and formats of microcomputers, minicomputers, and main-
frames, assembly language, operating systems, and computer com-

munications.
b. Sponsors: Seth Bergmann, Mathematics and Computer Science
Harold Kollmeier, Mathematics and Computer Science
Rationale

a. This change is needed because the Computer Science faculty have
decided that Computer Architecture should be a prerequisite for
Operating Systems and should be required for computer science
majors, as detailed in the proposed changes to the computer

science major. Consequently, we would like to change this course

from a senior level topics course to a sophomore or junior level

course in which the students would be doing more homework assign-
ments and less in the way of independent investigations. This is

really a change in level more than a change in course content.

b. This change will have little curricular effect apart from those
effects detailed in the proposal to revise the computer science

major. The Topics in Computer Architecture course is being offer

for the first time in the Spring of 1988, so very few students
will even be aware of the change.

Consultations are internal to the department of Mathematics and
Computer Science.
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0704.380
Computer Architecture
(Prerequisites: 0704.204 and 0704.370)

This is a required course for computer science majors which
attempts to bridge the gap between hardware and software. The
topics include microprogramming, machine language instruction
sets and formats of microcomputers, minicomputers, and main-
frames, assembly language, operating systems, and computer com-
munications.



