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COURSE PROPOSAL

1. Details

a) Course Title: Writing Difference

b) Sponsor: Dr. Jeffrey Maxson

¢) Credit Hours: 3

d) Course Level: 600-level graduate

e) Curricular Effect: Related elective in MA in Writing program
f) Prerequisites: Core I or Core II

g) Suggested Time/ Fall 2005/ 1 section every third semester

Scale of Implementation:

h) Resources: Teaching faculty are on staff, consistent with the
College of Communication budget.

2. Rationale

Since the 1980s, composition studies has examined writing from a social
perspective, foregrounding issues of how students become participants in literate
communities of academic text production. This has led scholars to explain
students’ missteps as attempts to master an unfamiliar language, and in turn, to
examine the conventions of the academic “discourse community.” Since this
time, others have reminded us that the community of users of academic
discourse is by no means unitary nor are its conventions for language use stable
and uncontested. Further, thinking in terms of insiders and outsiders is not
productive, since students may not necessarily have to give up their orientations
towards other discourses to succeed in the academy; they may be already less or
more oriented toward academic usage; and they may not see adherence to
academic norms as a worthwhile goal.

These commentaries coalesced in the 1990s around an approach that saw
language use as occurring in one or more “contact zones,” or border areas among
different language varieties. From there, scholars have established contrastive
rhetorics between Western and non-Western forms, discovered hybrid formsin a
variety of fields, and created rich experiments in mixed and multiple genres.

This course is an opportunity to examine these issues, studying about and
experimenting with mixed discourse forms. The title of the course is a pun: when
writing is an adjective, the title indicates the study of the divergent modes that
writing can take, the differences in writing. When writing is a verb, the title
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indicates the practice of creating those divergent modes, writing these
differences. Just so, students of Writing Difference examine perspectives on
language difference from sociolinguistic, literacy, feminist and composition
studies, and produce writing in hybrid, multigenre or mixed-genre discursive

styles.

The point of this study and writing, however, is not to condemn the academic
standard, but rather to view it as one among several forms, as one skill in a
writer’s repertoire, and as a useful component in creating hybrid forms.

3. Essence of the Course:
a) Objectives:

Students will come to understand the nature of academic discourse—what it can
accomplish and what itis not so effective at conveying—so that they view it as
one option among several. Likewise they will come to appreciate the power and
accomplishment of alternate forms, as well as their shortcomings. Students will
investigate cultural difference and how it is treated in monocultural educational
settings.

In terms of productive knowledge, students will experiment with a variety of
alternate forms, including hybrids of academic and less formal styles, producing
both shorter and longer examples of alternative forms. In building up to writing
these experimental pieces, exercises such as translating formal into informal
language and parodying academic language may serve to foreground differences
between the standard and other forms.

b) Topical Outline:

Baseline studies
Overview of composition studies (current traditional, discourse
community and contact zones approaches)
Textual analysis of academic discourse

Cultural difference in literacy education
Language minority students in the monocultural classroom
Comparative analysis across cultures
Class differences in writing and learning

Feminist challenges to academic literacy
Early (1970s) critiques
Compositionists’ representations of feminist view
Compositionists” experiments with personal writing



Teaching the hybrid
Sequencing (Must students master the standard before they can

experiment with mixed forms?)
Evaluation issues

Special mediations
Role of visual in hybrid
Role of popular cultural materials in hybrid
Online technologies and alternative discourse

¢) Evaluation and Grading Procedures:

Students will be evaluated based on their written products, their participation in
class discussion (both face-to-face and online) and a final presentation to the class

as a whole.

d) Course Evaluation

This course will be evaluated using the College of Communication student
evaluation forms and program review by Composition and Rhetoric faculty.
Student evaluation forms will assess effectiveness of content and delivery,

assignments and texts. Program review will determine whether the course meets
the needs and goals of the Department and M.A. in Writing program.

4. Results of Consultations

Consultations with the Chair of the Composition and Rhetoric Department and
Graduate Advisor of the M.A. in Writing have been favorable.

5. Additional Supporting Information

Letter from Diane Penrod, Graduate Advisor, M.A. in Writing program

See list of relevant published resources



6. Course Description
Writing Difference (0601. TBA)

(Prerequisite 0601.554 or 0601.559)

This course contrasts writing in academic genres against a variety of other forms,
such as personal, imaginative, and popular writing. Students examine
perspectives on language difference from sociolinguistic, literacy, feminist and
composition studies perspectives, and produce writing in hybrid, multigenre or
mixed-genre styles.
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UNIVERSITY,

Muaster of Arts in Writing

October 7, 2004

Curriculum Committee
College of Communication

Re: Support for proposed course in Master of Arts in Writing program

I'endorse without reservation the course proposal for Writing Difference submitted by
Dr. Jeffrey Maxson,

Writing Difference is a needed class for those interested in pursuing teaching writing at
the secondary and postsecondary levels, as it addresses how race, class, and gender
connect to larger issues in the Wrlting process.

Dr. Maxson has piloted this course twice in recent years, and students have found the
class important for gaining insights into working with students in classroom settings. The

o

class also has been central in offering our graduate students an opportunity for
scholarship, as in March 2004 3 working group of four recent MA graduates presented
findings at the College Composition and Communication Conference in San Antonio,
Texas. I hope that in future course sessions our master’s students will have similar
opportunities for publication of their research.

Should you require more information from me,
or at X 4330,

Sincer ¥
N

1ane Penrod, PhD
Graduate Program Coordinator
MA in Writing

56103 e Fan (8361 2564344
200 Mullica Hill Road ¢ Glasshoro, New Jersey « 08028-1701 « Phone (8361 236-4049 ¢ Fax (8361 256-43
2001 (& { { .. \



ROWAN

UNIVERSITY,
Master of Arts in Writing

October 7, 2004

Curriculum Committee
College of Communication

Re: Support for proposed course in Master of Arts in Writing program

I'endorse without reservation the course proposal for Writing Difference submitted by
Dr. Jeffrey Maxson.

Writing Difference is a needed class for those interested in pursuing teaching writing at
the secondary and postsecondary levels, as it addresses how race, class, and gender
connect to larger issues in the writing process.

Dr. Maxson has piloted this course twice in recent years, and students have found the
class important for gaining insights into working with students in classroom settings. The
class also has been central in offering our graduate students an opportunity for
scholarship, as in March 2004 a working group of four recent MA graduates presented
findings at the College Composition and Communication Conference in San Antonio,
Texas. I hope that in future course sessions our master’s students will have similar
opportunities for publication of their research.

Should you require more information from me, please contact me at penrod @ rowan.cdu
or at X 4330.

Sincer

1ane Penrod, PhD
Graduate Program Coordinator
MA in Writing

56) 25 o Fax (856) 256-
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