PROPOSAL GUIDELINES FOR NEW HONORS COURSES

Spring 2012, Fall 2012 and Spring 2013
The Thomas N. Bantivoglio Honors Program is an interdisciplinary Honors Concentration that offers students a challenging and rewarding educational experience in learning and critical thinking. The goals of the program are to provide students with opportunities to enroll in academically rigorous classes which offer an intellectual experience beyond what is found in non-Honors courses. Faculty teaching Honors courses are encouraged to use them as an opportunity to try out new ideas and pedagogies. The Honors Concentration is also interested in offering courses that deal with faculty’s cutting-edge research and innovations.

Definitions 

There are two types of Honors courses:

1)
Interdisciplinary (with an Honors Hegis number or cross-listed with both Honors and Departmental Hegis number)


Interdisciplinary Honors courses address a topic that is too multi-faceted or complex to be taught effectively using instruments of only one discipline. Therefore, interdisciplinary courses draw insight from a number of disciplinary perspectives or schools of thought and require students to develop their understanding of the topic by integrating the different perspectives.  

2) Discipline-Specific (with a Departmental Hegis number)

Special sections of discipline-specific courses (e.g., Accounting, Engineering Clinics, History of American Education) can be designated as Honors sections.  The content of these Honors sections should be substantively different from the content of the non-Honors sections of the course.  Students in these Honors sections are expected to read more material, to use sources beyond a textbook, and to learn more than non-Honors students.  Pedagogy should be discussion-based and assessment should require a deeper analysis and ability to synthesize and/or apply the acquired knowledge.  

Course Proposal 

In order to submit a new course, please prepare a proposal that includes all of the following 5 elements:
1. The Course Overview must include a short description of the content of the course, how this content will be presented and discussed, and the intellectual goals of this course. 

2. The Course Objectives must specify what Honors students will gain by taking this course and how this class meets the programmatic goals of the Honors concentration which are: 

(a) to help students become independent learners; 

(b) to study topics in greater depth and breadth than in non-Honors courses; 

(c) to develop students’ critical thinking and analytical skills; 

(d) to provide students with a stimulating atmosphere of intellectual exchange;

(e) to evoke changes in knowledge, skills, abilities, and beliefs.

3. Course Requirements and Pedagogy must provide a detailed description of the requirements of the course. These requirements and pedagogy should exceed and be substantively different from what is expected of non-Honors students. For example, in terms of pedagogy, the Honors classes are expected to be designed to provide a rich foundation for developing students’ critical thinking, analytical, and applicative skills by using independent and small group work, in-depth study, and close working relationships with faculty. In terms of course requirements, the Honors courses are expected to provide a variety of methods of assessment.

4. Honors Component must explain what makes this an Honors course and how the experience for and expectations of Honors students are more than what students encounter in a non-Honors course. For example, Honors students are expected to read more material, use sources beyond a textbook, participate actively in class and be engaged in their own learning than non-Honors students. Honors classes should include discussion-oriented pedagogies, rather than lecture pedagogies, should require a deeper analysis of the content than in non-Honors classes; and should require students to demonstrate their abilities to synthesize, integrate and apply their knowledge. 

In addition, for interdisciplinary courses the proposal must explain how the topic of the course is interdisciplinary and how it requires students to be exposed to and to think about all the relevant perspectives pertaining to the topic. For the discipline-specific courses the proposal must explain how the Honors section will go beyond the content of the non-Honors sections. 

5. Draft syllabus. The proposal should include a draft of the course syllabus or a preliminary outline of the topics covered in the course. Where applicable, the syllabus should also include a preliminary list of readings used in the course. 

