CALL FOR COURSES AND FACULTY 
FOR THE FALL, 10, AND SPRING, 11, SEMESTERS
THOMAS N. BANTIVOGLIO HONORS CONCENTRATION
The Thomas N. Bantivoglio Honors Concentration provides academically talented and intellectually curious students with the opportunity to participate with each other in challenging, rewarding, and educationally enhanced courses offered only to Honors students.  The Program also provides faculty with the opportunity to develop and offer unique courses to Rowan’s “brightest and best.”
As a result of the Bantivoglio gift, the Honors Concentration provides financial support for educational enhancements such as field trips, visiting speakers, audio-visual materials, and student-related research activities.

The descriptions of the different types of Honors Courses and the Course Proposal Guidelines are explained below.  

Please submit proposals electronically (mcclay@rowan.edu and pereles@rowan.edu) by Monday, October 12, 2009 for fall, 10 and by Monday, November 16, 2009 for spring, 11.
The Thomas N. Bantivoglio Honors Concentration has received support from the President, the Provost and the Deans of all of the Colleges and will be offering courses – some team taught and some taught by one professor -- from all Colleges.
The Honors Committee (Liz Agababa, Emily Blanck, Andrew Hottle, Kauser Jahan, Sam Lofland, Matthew Lund, Dilip Mirchandani, Don Stoll, Carol Thompson, Ieva Zake and I) look forward to hearing from you.
If you have any questions about the Honors Concentration, the proposal process or the evaluation process, please contact me (Donald R. Stoll, Interim Coordinator of the Honors Concentration at x4643 or stoll@rowan.edu).  I would be delighted to discuss the Concentration and course proposal process with you.
Honors courses can be:

1)
Interdisciplinary: (with an Honors Hegis number)


Interdisciplinary Honors courses address a topic that is too multi-faceted or complex to be taught effectively using only one paradigm (e.g., unemployment, the immigrant experience, the use of music in society, history as portrayed in art).  Interdisciplinary courses draw insight from a number of different disciplinary perspectives or schools of thought and require students to develop their understanding of the topic by integrating the different perspectives.  

Interdisciplinary courses can be team taught or can be taught by one professor.


Courses which are taught routinely (e.g., College Composition I & II, Experiencing Literature and Experiencing Art) can be classified as interdisciplinary by the Honors Committee if the content of the course meets the interdisciplinary standards described above.  Often interdisciplinary courses are titled in the form of a question: e.g., What can we learn about the social problems of war through art?  What are the causes of homelessness?  How do religious beliefs influence political choice?

2) Discipline-Specific: (with a departmental Hegis number).


There are two types of Discipline-Specific Honors Courses.


First, special sections of discipline-specific courses (e.g., Accounting, Engineering Clinics, History of American Education) can be designated as Honors sections.  The content of these Honors sections should be substantively different from the content of the non-Honors sections of the course.  Students in these Honors sections are expected to read more material, to use sources beyond a textbook, and to learn more than non-Honors students.  Pedagogy should be discussion-based and assessment should require a deeper analysis and ability to synthesize and/or apply the knowledge acquired.  

Second, discipline-specific courses can be unique offerings listed under the “selected topic” (or its equivalent) department Hegis number (e.g. Selected Topics in Sociology).
Note:  Both upper level interdisciplinary and discipline-specific Honors courses can be cross-listed with separate Hegis numbers (one Hegis number for Honors and a second Hegis number for the departmental course) so that both Bantivoglio Honors students and Honors-eligible departmental students can enroll in the classes.  
Students eligible to enroll in Honors courses are students who are participating in the Bantivoglio Honors Concentration or non-Concentration students who have a cumulative GPA of 3.00 or higher. 

Course Proposal Guidelines

Thomas N. Bantivoglio Honors Concentration
The Thomas N. Bantivoglio Honors Concentration is an interdisciplinary Honors Concentration that offers students a challenging and rewarding educational experience in learning and critical thinking. The goals of the program are to provide students with opportunities to enroll in academically rigorous classes which offer an intellectual experience beyond that found in non-honors courses.  Honors classes are designed to provide a rich foundation for developing students’ critical thinking, analytical, and applicative skills by using independent and small group work, in-depth study, and close working relationships with faculty. 
The proposal will include the following elements and should not exceed two (2) pages:

1. The Course Overview will include a short description of the content of the course, how this content will be presented and discussed, and the intellectual goals for students who enroll. 
2. The Course Objectives will specify what honors students will gain by taking this course; how this class meets the programmatic goals of the honors program: (a) to help students become independent learners; (b) to study topics in greater depth and breadth than in non-Honors courses; (c) to develop students’ critical thinking and analytical skills; (d) to provide students with a stimulating atmosphere of intellectual exchange; and/or (e) to evoke changes in knowledge, skills, abilities, and beliefs.
3. Course Requirements: Detail the requirements of the course.  These requirements should exceed and be substantively different from what is expected of non-honors students.  
4. Honors Component: Explain what makes this an honors course and how the experience is greater than the expectations set for non-Honors students.

Honors students are expected to read more material, to use sources beyond a textbook, to participate actively in class; to be engaged in their own learning; and to learn more than non-Honors students.  Honors classes should include discussion-oriented pedagogies, rather than lecture pedagogies, should require a deeper analysis of the content than in non-Honors classes; and should require students to demonstrate their abilities to synthesize, integrate and apply their knowledge rather than simply to know and understand it.  For interdisciplinary courses, the proposal will explain how the topic of the course is interdisciplinary and how it requires students to be exposed to and to think about all the relevant perspectives pertaining to the topic.  For the discipline-specific courses, the proposal will explain how the Honors section will go beyond the content of the non-Honors sections and how the students will be expected to integrate the content of the course into their field of study and to expand the content of the course to the broader world.
