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RELIGIONS OF THE WORLD

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course will survey seven major religions of the world—Hinduism, Buddhism, 

Taoism, Confucianism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam. It will provide diverse pictures 

of these religions by exploring their different narratives, teachings and practices. 

Emphasis will be put on a close look at how each religion formulates its distinctive 

response to fundamental human inquiries. These inquiries are about human identity, the 

origin and destiny of human being and cosmos, the sacred reality, and morality. The 

course will also examine how these religions respond to important contemporary socio-ethical 

issues. Videos and other tools will be used in the classroom to enhance our study of these 

religious traditions and to help students get images of how these religions exist in today’s 

world. Two field trips to non-western religious sites, a Hindu Temple and a Buddhist Center in south Jersey will be arranged under the support of the Honors Program. Since the religions of the world comprise thousands of years of human experiences, to become expert in any one of them requires many years of specialized study. This introductory course will be able to offer students a small slice of this fascinating but immense body of information. 

