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Welcome Back from Professor Pereles
As we move toward the beginning of Academic Year, 2008-2009, all of us involved in the Honors Concentration want to welcome back our returning and new Scholars.  Francesca and I, the members of the Honors Advisory Committee, and all of the Honors faculty had a wonderful year last year and are looking forward to another year of learning together.  This Newsletter is designed to describe the changes to the Concentration which will take effect in September, 2008.  Enjoy! 
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New Equipment and Space 

During the summer, we added 3 more computers to the Honors Lounge and Computer Lab so we now have a total of 6 computers and purchased 6 new computer chairs and another round table.


In June, 2008, the Honors Concentration was awarded another space in the library which should be ready for us by the beginning of spring semester, 09.  We were awarded the big room to the right of the elevators on the 4th Floor labeled Honors.  During the fall semester, we will be planning and remodeling the space.  Our intent is to have a door installed, window shutters installed, the wallfiles removed, the room repainted, and new furniture purchased.  Since this room will then be separated from the other library space, we will be able to use it for our film series, academic work groups, and our other “louder” small group activities.  We’ll keep you updated as the project continues.
New Honors Concentration Curriculum Requirements
After consultation with and input from current Bantivoglio Scholars and a discussion with Dr. Thomas Bantivoglio (our endower), a new curriculum requirement for completing the Honors Concentration becomes effective in September, 2008.

Honors Participation Requirement:

You may have noticed that you are now enrolled in a no-credit course entitled Honors Participation.  This course reflects the new curriculum requirement and is based on 
Dr. Bantivoglio’s vision for an Honors Learning Community in which Scholars participate in an extracurricular activities and educationally enhancing activities.  Therefore, the following requirement is now in place.  

In order to continue to participate in the Honors Concentration, Bantivoglio Scholars must participate in at least three (3) extracurricular activities each semester and write a one-page review of each activity.  
1. One activity can be chosen by the scholar and can include any on-going extracurricular activity including sports participation, intramural sports participation, University-sponsored clubs, service activities, Greek organizations, etc.

2. One activity must be a service-based activity and can include service activities performed through the Honors Student Organization, University-sponsored clubs, Greek organizations, etc.;  serving as an officer in any University-sponsored organization; serving as an Honors Lounge Monitor, an Honors mentor, serving on an Honors Committee.
3. One activity must be an Honors-recommended activity.  These activities include participating in Honors activity groups; attending Honors field trips, attending theatre or music performances, art gallery activities, campus lectures or special speakers; and attending and presenting at academic or professional conferences.  
· Scholars must participate in these activities every semester during which they attend Rowan regardless of whether they are enrolled in an Honors course. 

· An Honors Participation File for each Scholar is in a labeled file drawer in the Honors Lounge.  All reports should be filed there.

· Reports should include a description of the activity and a discussion of how it contributed to your educational growth.

· Most Honors Recommended Activities will be listed on the wall outside the Coordinator’s Office in the Honors Lounge.

· Non-participation can result in being removed from the Honors Concentration.

· This Participation Requirement applies to all Bantivoglio Scholars.

If you have any questions about this new requirement or how a specific activity would “fit”, please contact Dr. Pereles pereles@rowan.edu. 

New elements for the Junior and Senior Honors Engineering Clinics.  

In order to create a truly Honors experience in the Junior and Senior Honors Engineering Clinics, the Honors Concentration is collaborating with the College of Engineering to create elements which will be incorporated into the Honors Clinics without interfering with the students’ choices of clinic projects.  Bantivoglio Scholars who are enrolled in the Honors Junior or Honors Senior Engineering Clinics will be writing three (3) short papers (4 pages plus a bibliography) in addition to their clinical work.  One paper will focus on the team elements of the project, one paper will focus on the economic and social consequences of the project, and one paper will focus on the ethical issues surrounding the project.  Students enrolled in the Honors Junior and Senior Engineering Clinics will also meet once during the semester for a workshop on Team Development.
Probable new Honors course requirements to complete the Honors Concentration
The Honors Advisory Committee will be discussing increasing the Honors course requirement from six (6) courses to eight (8) courses for Scholars who joined the Concentration in or after the fall semester, 2007.  Under this change, Scholars would have the option to take a maximum of four (4) discipline-specific courses.  As the discussion proceeds, we’ll keep you informed.

Grade Requirements for Honors courses to “count” toward Concentration completion

For an Honors course to count toward completing the Honors Concentration, the grade earned in the course must be a B- or higher or be accepted individually (in writing) by the Coordinator.  If you have any questions about this new requirement, please contact Dr. Pereles pereles@rowan.edu. 

Fall Events RSVP Needed

We are in the process of planning a number of fall activities for which RSVPs will be needed.  Some of you have already signed up for one or more of these activities.  If you have not signed up but want to participate, please notify Francesca (mcclay@rowan.edu).  

Trip to National Constitution Center in Philadelphia and Greek Dinner



Sunday, September 14, 2008 11:15 AM – 7:00 PM

Respond ASAP
RESPOND TO FRANCESCA ASAP TO RESERVE FOR THIS TRIP

Rape Agression Defense Course
Several sessions of this program will be scheduled during the fall, 08 semester.  

National Geographic/IBM Genographic Project

The entire Honors Learning Community (students and faculty) can participate in this project in which each person’s DNA is analyzed and described based on genographic group.  Participation requires a DNA swab using the “kits” that the Concentration purchases from National Geographic.  The reports are returned to the individual participants.  There will be a series of faculty lectures and group discussions about the project.  The kits cost $107 each so please only sign up if you are interested in participating. The Bantivoglio funds will be used to pay for the kits.  There is no cost to you to participate.
Honors Activity Groups

Several new activities groups have been added to the list of Honors Activities.  If you are interested in any of these, please contact the person listed.  Please note that all of these activities are Honors-Recommended.  


Sudoku: 


Raquel Johnson
johnso3s@students.rowan.edu 


Chess 



Joe Capodicasa
capodi19@students.rowan.edu 

Stock Market 


Dr. Pereles 

pereles@rowan.edu 

Book Club 


Liz Agababa

agabab19@students.rowan.edu

Scrabble


????? (Anyone interested should contact Liz.)

Film Series


????? (Anyone interested should contact Liz.)


Lounge Monitors

Amy LoSacco

losacc86@students.rowan.edu
Special Information to Incoming Frosh


Please check your schedules on Banner and make sure that your transfer courses and your AP scores have been recorded.  If you need to change your schedule as a result of transferring in or placing out of courses, contact Dr. Pereles (pereles@rowan.edu) and she will help you make any changes, etc.


Save the date of September 8, 2008, from 3:30 – 5:30 pm for the Welcome Fall Reception. Officers of the Honors Student Organization, mentors for incoming frosh, upper-class Honors students, faculty on the Honors Advisory Committee, and Honors faculty will be there and a good time (including food) is had by all.


Frosh Move-in Day is Saturday, August 30th.  Convocation is Sunday, August 31st, and the Honors Student Organization has plans for your “move-in” experience.  Five (5) upper-class Honors students will be moving in early to be there for you.

